
Rockford River Days Parade Rules and Guidelines
DATES AND DEADLINES:  

All entries will be accepted on a first come first serve basis.  Postmark or date of email may dictate placement of parade units.  
Registration forms received after the deadline will be placed at the end of the parade line-up.  Forms receive after the deadline may not be included in the parade program because the programs are developed and printed 1 week prior to the parade.  Make sure to measure the full length of the parade unit with vehicle to ensure adequate spacing for staging.
Parade line-up is created to keep our parade viewers entertained and engaged.  RRD parade coordinators will make no promises as to the location of a participant’s location in the line-up and reserve the right to change location of units if necessary.

POLITICAL UNITS:

All political party groups or candidates running for public office will be allowed with a $100 donation.  This donation covers advertisement and program costs of the Rockford River Days’ events.
There is no donation requested for elected/non-elected City Council or elected/non-elected School Board members.  Each political entry is allowed one vehicle which can include immediate family only.

Rockford River Days does not endorse nor support the opinions of participating political units.
Applications will not be accepted for any crusading movement of a general or controversial nature.

UNIT PARTICIPANTS DROP OFF:
The parade line-up/staging area is for parade units ONLY.  Non-parade vehicles will NOT 
be allowed in the line-up/staging area.
Participants must use the DROP -OFF location at the beginning of the parade line-up and 
walk to their assigned location. 
Car-pooling is suggested.  Please have one or two drivers who can drive participants to the DROP-OFF location.  Off-site parking is located at Wright Hennepin.  ALL CHILDREN MUST HAVE ADULT SUPERVISION WHEN WALKING FROM THE DROP-OFF LOCATION TO THEIR UNIT.
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PARADE ROUTE:

END OF PARADE / DISBANDING OF UNIT
DO NOT take down parade units at the end of the parade.  Please quickly drop off the ambassadors and proceed to the Rockford High School parking lot on Cty Rd 50 or at the WestRock Mall parking lot.  We need to keep the parade units moving until all units move through the parade route. 
PARADE MOVEMENT: 
Please keep 4 car lengths or 40 feet between you and the parade unit in front throughout the entire parade.  We want every unit to have their moment to shine.  DO NOT lag behind and create gaps.  There is no stopping to dance or do an exhibition.  Unnecessary starting and stopping will not be permitted during the parade and you may be eliminated from participating in future parades.  All participants of a moving unit must stay on or inside the unit during the parade.  The movement of the parade is very important.  Personnel will be located along the parade route to direct and ensure this continuity.  Keep moving!
REMEMBER TO KEEP 4 CAR LENGTHS BEHIND THE UNIT IN FRONT OF YOU.

WALKERS: 

All walkers with a parade unit are required to be at least 10 years-of-age.  Those under the age of 10 should ride on the unit or in a wagon/stroller.  ADEQUATE ADULT SUPERVISION IS REQUIRED FOR SAFETY OF PARTICIPANTS.      
SAFETY FIRST:

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT EVERYONE IN YOUR UNIT WILL BE SAFE 
AND AWARE OF PARADE RULES.   
All vehicles, floats and mechanical equipment must be in sound and safe condition.  
Floats and trailers must have hitch safety pins and chains in place and may be checked by parade officials in the line-up/staging area.  Anything deemed unsafe must be fixed prior to the start of the parade or you will not paricipate.
Portable generators used in conjunction with float lighting and sound equipment must be securely fastened.  At least one 5 lb. ABC fire extinguisher is required on board for floats using generators. 
Only participants designated by the sponsor/organization are permitted to ride on a float or trailer.  All riders on a float or trailer will have handholds while unit is moving.   NO
dangling of feet over the edge of any floats, trailers or flatbed trucks.

THERE MUST BE ADEQUATE ADULT SUPERVISION ON FLOATS OR TRAILERS WITH CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 12.

NO SMOKING in the parade line-up/staging area or during the parade.  Please step away from parade units if needed.
NO DRINKING of alcohol is allowed by anyone driving a unit in the parade.
Participants agree to conduct themselves in an orderly manner in full compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  All participants are required to act appropriately and responsibly.  All participants will comply with instructions given by the Parade Officials, RRD Committee Members and Public Safety employees.

MUSIC/SIRENS:  
Music and sirens should be set at a reasonable sound level. No need to scare young children 
or hurt someone’s ears.  
Music should be complimentary to your unit.  Please have consideration for the unit in front of and behind your unit.
Parade officials have the right to request music/sirens to be turned down or off.
DISTRIBUTION OF CANDY, ITEMS, MATERIALS:
Candy, items, and materials must be distributed by walkers with your unit to the viewers along the parade route.  In other words ... ABSOLUTELY NO THROWING FROM MOVING VEHICLES. 

ANIMAL UNITS:
All animal units are required to provide their own cleanup crew.  Violators will be asked to leave and will not be allowed in future parades.   All dogs must be on a leash no longer than 10 feet.
CANCELLATION POLICY:
In case of inclement weather prior to the start of the parade, the decision to cancel the event will be made by the Parade Coordinator to ensure the safety of participants and the parade audience. 
Any questions, please call Renee Hafften at 612 715 1017.

INSURANCE/LIABILITY WAIVER:
Each parade unit should have liability insurance.  If not, you must sign the waiver of liability below. Each participant acknowledges the RRD committee does not maintain insurance covering the participant’s property and that it is the sole responsibility of the participant to obtain business interruption and property damage insurance covering any and all losses by participant. 
Waiver of Liability:

All entries must be covered by required insurance against any and all loss, damage, personal injury or fire.
I acknowledge that I have thoroughly read all of the enclosed information, including the waiver below, and represent that our parade unit will comply with the parade participation policies described.
I assume any and all risks associated with participating in this event and agree to waive, release, discharge any organization associated with the festival, and the local governments and public safety, volunteers and any and all sponsors from any and all claims or liability for death, personal injury or property damage of any kind or nature arising out of, or in the course, of my participation in the event.

_______________________________________     _______________________
Parade Unit 








     Date
_______________________________________     _______________________
Contact’s Signature






      Contact’s Phone Number
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